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THE 


Ca SS if 


OF THE 


Farmers and Graziers. 


TEALING of Cattle was always Felony, at the Common Law, and the Practices 
of Unlawful Killing, and Malicious Maiming of Cattle, was ſo Notorious, and. 
thought ſo vile in King Charles the Second's Time, That the Parliament in the 
Twenty-ſecond and Twenty-third Years of that King's Reign, by an Act, Chapter 

| the 7th, made it Felony, for Maliciouſly, Unlawfully, and Willingly killing, or 
Deſtroying Cattle in the Night-Time, and a Forfeiture (to the Party Gricved) of Treble 
the Damage ſuſtained, for Maliciouſſy, Unlawtully, and Willingly Maiming, Wonnding 
or otherwiſe Hurting Cattle in the Night-Time; whereby the ſame ſhould not be Killed, 
or utterly Deſtroyed. | 

Nor, This A gives a Liberty to the Perſons Convicted of the Felony, thereby made 
for Killing of Cattle, of chooſing to be 'Tranſported for Seven Years ; and the Juſtices are 
to cauſe Judgment to be ſo Entered ; and all Offenders thereon Convicted, have conſtantly 
taken the Advantage of ſuch Liberty. 

THAT Law being ſo %% in the Puniſhments it did Inflict, and being ſilent, as to 
Stealing, That not only the evil Practices therein Complained of, have been more and more 
Committed, but the Offenders are grown fo Bold, as in the Day-time to Steal Cattle, and 
Herd them among others, which they drive up to Town: And of late, as well the diſtant 
Gragiers, in many Parts of the Kingdom, as thoſe who live near this Town, have thereby 
ſuffered ſo much, That, if this Practice, in particular, is not ſpeedily and effectually 
Repreſſed, many of the preſent Gragiers will inevitably be Ruined; and others diſcouraged 
from following ſo neceſſary an Imploy, for the Publick Good in General, and in particular 
for this Populous City. 

I THE preſent Parliament (being ſenſible of theſe growing Evils) opened the Seſſion 
with a Bill, For the more Effef{ual preventing, and puniſhing the Stealing, or Unlawful! Killing 
of Cattle; which takes away the Benefit of the Clergy, from Perſons Convicted of Stealing, 
as well as makes it Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, tor Unlawful Killing and Peſtroy ing 
Cattle; which Bill was Committed ; but other Buſineſs of greater Importance, crowding in, 
took up the Thoughts, and Time of the Houſe, fo much, That it was for ſome Time 
Poſt-poned. — But the Committee, to whom the ſaid Bill was Referred, being now Revived, 
The Gragiers, by their Agent, Solicited the Pailing the Bil; but finding ſeveral Members 
of Opinion, That though no Puniſhment could be too ſevere, for Malicious Killing or 
Deſtroying Cattle; yet it would be hard for a Man, to be Hang'd for Stealing a Sheep 
or a Lamb. And the Loſſes which the Grazzers Daily ſuſtain by theſe H, bring in- 

ſupportable; put them on propoſing ſome Means of diſcovering the Srealers of Carte, in 
order to bring them to the Puniſhment already Provided by Law. And, thereupon, Humbly 
Offer to the Conſideration of the Houſe, 4 C/au/e to the ſaid Pill, the Tenor whereot follows, viz. 

THAT all who ſhall Sell, or expoſe to Sale, the Fleſh of any Cattle, in any City or 
Market-Town, ſhall Publickly Sell, or expole to Sale in open Market, the Raw Hides and 
Skins taken off from the Fleſh ſo Sold, or expoſed to Sale, with all Marks that were upon 
the Hides and Skins of ſuch Cattle, at the Time of Killing; and all who ſhall Sell or expoſe 
to Sale, the ſaid Raw Hides and Skins, without ſuch Marks, or ſhall willingly Alter or 
Deface ſuch Marks, ſhall Forteit and every Clerk of ſuch Market, 
ſhall Enter in a Book (to which all Perſons may Reſort without Fee) all Hides and 
Skins Sold or expoſed to Sale in ſuch Markets reſpectively; and all Marks, with the Names 
and Places of Abode, of the Perſons Selling and Buying, and the Day, Month and Year of 
Sale, or expoſing to Sale; for which he ſhall receive the uſual Toll: And on Neglect or Re- 
fuſal, to Forſeit A 1 Of 1 aud the 

| to be Recoyered as uſual. | : 
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Object. THIS Clauſe will create Trouble to the Butchers; becauſe they are hereby 
4 obliged to carry their Hides anfl Skins to Market, at diſtance from their ſeveral Houſes: 
” Whereas they have uſually Sold them at their Doors. a 

0 Anſio IT is readily granted, it will be ſome Trouble ; but the Conveniencies and Benefits will 

b * far out-Ballance that; for they will thereby get rid of Incumbrances to their Shops, 

N and Doors, and have Opportunity of meeting with Chap- Men, beforg the Skins 

1 are Spoiled. 

Objeck. THAT it will be an Impoſition on the Clerks of the Markets. 

| Anſw. THEY will receive a proportionable Toll, to the Additional Trouble. 

BENEFITS accruing to the Publick by this Clauſe. 

1. ALL Perſons looſing Cattle, may, by ſearch at the Markets, be informed of the Sellers, 
and Buyers of the Hides and Skins thereof, by deſcribing the reſpetroe Marks, and thereby 
trace out the Theif ; as in Caſes of Loſs of Exchequer or Bank Notes, by their Numbers. 

II. IT vill greatly Contribute to the Health of this populous City, for twill occaſioſi a 
quicker vent for the Raw Hides, and Skins, which now lie in heaps in the Streets, and Bye- 

3 Alleys, and are Naſances to the Neighbourhoods. 8 

III. I T will be a Means of diſcovering the Venders of Marrain Cattle; becauſe that Diſtemper 

b affects the Hides and Skins, and remains viſible thereon. 

þ NorTe, There is a ſmall pecuniary Penalty, deſigned on the Perſons Selling or expoſing 

to Sale the Hides and Skins, without the Marks, or willingly Defacing, That no common 

| Informer ſhall be encouraged to Sue; it being intended only in terrorem, to oblige the 

I Killers to bring the Hides and Skins to open Market ; and there ought to be a Penalty on 

1 the Clerks of the Market, becauſe the due Entry of the Marks of the Hides and Skins ſo 

: brought, is the ſole Means whereby the Proprietors of ſuch Stoln Cattle, can trace out, 
diſcover, and Puniſh the Theif, as the Law directs. | 
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